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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRETORIA 6256 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, SF 

SUBJECT: DEATH OF STEVE BIKO: NOV 18 INQUEST PROCEEDINGS 
REF: PRETORIA 6227 

1 . SUMMARY: BIKO FAMILY COUNSEL LOST TWO IMPORTANT 
PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS REGARDING ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE 
ON NOV 18. INQUEST CONTINUES. END SUMMARY. 

2. HIGHLIGHT OF NOV 18 BIKO PROCEEDINGS WAS RULING BY 
MAGISTRATE PRINS THAT DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED BY BIKO FAMILY 
CONTAINING PRONOUNCEMENTS BY MINISTER OF JUSTICE JIMMY 
KRUGER ON BIKO CASE WERE NOT ADMISSIBLE AS EVIDENCE. PRINS 
REJECTED KRUGER STATEMENTS ON GROUNDS THAT THEY WERE NOT 
RELEVANT TO THE PURPOSE OF THE INQUEST, ARE SECOND 

HAND HEARSAY, AND FACT THAT BIKO COUNSEL WILL HAVE AMPLE 
OPPORTUNITY TO CHALLENGE CREDIBILITY OF COL GOSSEN DURING 
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OTHER PORTIONS OF THE INQUEST. 

3. FOLLOWING PRINS RULING, ADVOCATE VAN ROOYEN, 

APPEARING FOR POLICE, SAID HE HAD CONSULTED WITH THE 
MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND WISHED TO INFORM THE COURT THAT 
TWO OF KURGER'S SENIOR BRIGADIERS, TO WHOM GOSSENS 
REPORTED, WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE CONSULTATION 
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WITH THE BIKO FAMILY LAWYERS FOR THE LIMITED PURPOSE OF 
ASCERTAINING WHETHER ANY INCONSISTENT STATEMENTS WERE 
MADE BY THE MINISTER. VAN ROOYEN SAID THIS OFFER WAS 
BEING MADE TO AVOID ANY CHARGE OF A COVERUP BY THE POLICE. 
ADVOCATE KENTRIDGE SAID HE APPRECIATED THE OFFER BUT 
WOULD PREFER A PUBLIC RATHER THAN PRIVATE CONSULTATION. 
KENTRIDGE AGREED TO MEET WITH THE BRIGADIERS AND LATER 
DECIDE IF HE WISHES TO REQUEST THAT THEY APPEAR IN COURT. 

HE SAW THE BRIGADIERS IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER. 

4. SECOND HIGHLIGHT OF NOV 18 PROCEEDINGS WAS LENGTHY 
ARGUMENT OVER ADMISSIBILITY OF WRITTEN STATEMENTS 
PURPORTEDLY TAKEN BY SOME OF BIKO'S FRIENDS IMPLICATING 

HIM IN VARIOUS CRIMES. (NXWLEXTNDED BIKO WAS CONFRONTED WITH 
SUBSTANCE OF THESE WRITTEN STATEMENTS.) KENTRIDGE 
STRONGLY CONTESTED ADMISSIBILITY OF THE STATEMENTS ON THE 
GROUNDS THAT THEY WERE NOT ATTESTED TO, AND THAT THERE 
WAS NO PROOF AS TO WHEN THEY WERE TAKEN. KENTRIDGE TOLD 
COURT THAT UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES THE PERSON WHO 
WROTE THE STATEMENT WOULD BE CALLED TO COURT TO TESTIFY, 

BUT THIS CASE WAS DIFFERENT BECAUSE ALLEGED AUTHORS 
ARE SECTION 6 DETAINEES AND THUS UNAVAILABLE TO THE COURT. 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GNERAL VON LIERES ARGUED THAT STATEMENTS 
SHOULD BE ADMITTED TO PROVE THEY EXIST AND NOT TO PROVE 
THEIR CONTENTS. MAGISTRATE PRINS RULED IN FAVOR OF 
ADMISSIBILITY OF STATEMENTS TO PROVE THEIR EXISTENCE 
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ONLY. 

5. CASE CONTINUES NOV 21. PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS FOLLOWS 
SEPTEL. 

BOWDLER 
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